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VOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





It is well known, that the advocates of endless mise- 
ry represent the doctrine of Universal Salvation to be 
a doctrine of devils, anda licentious doctrine. To 
such assertions I reply ; Te the doctrine which teaches | 
that al] the nations, families and kindreds of the earth | 
shall be blessed in Christ, a doctrine of devils? Is it a 
doctrine of devils, that the devil and his works shall be 
destroyed? that the seed of the woman should bruise 
the serpent’s head ? Did the angels from heaven advo- 
cate the doctrine of devils when they brought glad tid- 
ings of great joy which shall be to all people? Did 
our Saviour preach the doctrine of devils, when he said, 
‘he came not to judge the world but to save the world ? 
Came not to condewn the world but that the world 
through him might be saved? Did the prophet mean 
to espouse the devil’s cause, when he said, * the Lord 
will not cast off forever—That all flesh should see the 
salvation of God?? Did St. Paul join with the devil, 
when he said, * God will have all men to be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth? That he (Christ) 
gave himself a ransom for all to be testified in due time ? 
That he tasted death for every man?” That all things 
in heaven and earth should be reconciled to himself 
through the bleod of the cross?) That * as in Adam all 
die even so in Christ shall all be made alive?’ ‘That all 
shall be raised from a state of corruption to a state of 
incotruption, that * tbis mortal must put on imwortal- 
ity.—That he must reigu till be bath put all enemies 
under his feet;’ and destroyed the Jast enemy, which: 
is death? Is this the doctrine of devils? Certainly not. 
It is so far from being a doctrine of devils, that it is ex- 
actly the reverse. It is the gospel of Christ; It ts the 
faith that was once delivered to the saints, for which 
we are to contend earnestly. Will our opposers ac- 
knowiedge this? ot will they still continue to scanda 
lize the go-pel by saying, that it is the words of salan, 
‘thou shalt not surely die ?? 

Do not our opporers believe that Adam died accord- 
ing to the threatenings of God, the day he transgressed; 
and yet believe that he was saved by the blood of 
Chfist? If so, why may not the whole world of man- 
kind be saved in the same way? Are not-the words of 
the serpent as true re-pecting Adam if be has eternal 
life as they would be respecting ell mankind? Cer- 
tainly they are : the words of the serpent may as well be 
applied to an elect number as to the whole human race. 
But the fact is, God spake the truth and the serpent 
wat a liar. Adam did die the day he trangressed, viz. 
a spiritual death. The same death follows every sin 
committed by wan—* to be carnally minded is death.’ 

God did not threaten our Grst parents with endless 
puvishment: the threatemings are as follows, Gen. iii. 
16, *Unto the woman he said, | will greatly multiply 
In sorrow shalt thou 





thy sorrow and thy conception. 
bring forth children, avd thy desire shall be to thy bus- | 
band and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he | 
said, becanse thou hast hearkened unto the voice of 
thy wife and hast eaten of the tree of which I com-| 
manded thee saying. thou shalt not eat of it. Cursed | 
is the ground for thyself. In sorrow shalt thou eaf of 
it all the days of thy life. ‘Thorns also and thistles : 
Shall it bring forth to thee, and thon shall eat the herb 
of the ficld. Im the sweat of thy face ehalt thou est 
bread (iil thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thon taken: for dust thou art and unto dust shalt | 
{hou return.” Here then are no threatenings of eternal | 


damnation nor of an endless hell. The punishment is 
confined to this life when the sin is committed. 

If according to the Assembly’s Catechism, Adam's 
sin had rendered him and all mankind liable to the 
pains of hell forever, why was he not informed where 
this hell was and of its duration? Wouid the Father of 
mercies have left us in the dark respecting our future 
state? No; | have too much regard for our Crea- 
tor to dishonor him with such a chafacter. 

God says, ‘ in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die.’ Sin and misery are inseparably connected ; 
we cannot indulge in the former without feeling the 
effects of the latter; for he will by no means Clear the 
guilty. 

Where were the people in the days of Moses fo re- 
ceive their blessings for obedience and their punish- 
ment for disobedience? Ans. In this world, Deut. 
xxviii. ‘And all these blessings shall come upon thee 
and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice 
of the Lord thy God, blessed shalt thou be in the city 
and blessed shalt thou be in the field, &c. But it shall 
come to pass, if thou wilt pot hearken unto the voice 
of the Lord thy God. All these curses shal] come up- 
on thee, Cursed shalt thou be in the city and cursed 
shalt thou be in the field. Cursed shall be thy basket 
and thy store. Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, 
and the fruit of thy land. Cursed shalt thou be when 


‘thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou 


goest out.’ Here then is no intimation of future end- 
less punishment. 

When are the righteous and the wicked to receive 
their punishment. An. In this world. Prov. x. * Be- 
hold the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth 
much more the wicked and the sinner.’ 2 Cor. v. for 
‘every one shall receive in body according to that 
which he hath done, whether good or bad.’ Ps_ Iviii- 
‘ for verily there is a God that. jadgeth: in the earth, 
who will reward every man according to his works.’ 

But says the objector, this is a licentious doctrine ; 
to this Treply. If a doctrine which teaches that God 
is good to all; that he isnorespector of persons, has 





no partiality, that he will reward every man according | 
to his works ; that he will by no means clear the guil-| young man to marry a virgin? 
that the | it is the love which her person and acconiplishments 


ty; that the wicked shal] not go unpunished ; 


way ef transgressors is hard ; that the ways of wisdom | “have wrought in bis affections. 
are the only ways of plonesniuens:: ; if this is licentious | 


doctrine, then it is plein that a doctrine vot Jicentious 
is the reverse, viz. tbat God is partial ; that he will 
clear the guilty; that the way of transgressors is not 


nation. The apostle says, ‘ knowing therefore the 
terrors of the Lord, we persuade men.’ He did not 
threaten with endless wrath. Neither did he tell them 
that God had elected a particular number of mankind 
to endless happiness to the exclusion of all others, fur 
the praise of his vindictive justice. No. He taught 
them that God was impartial—no respectoy of persons 
—that he was very pittifoul, and ef tender mercies— 
that he was not willing t at any should perish, but that 
ll should come to repentance. He taught them that 
God was love—that love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
bor. Will a Being then possessed of this love, exercise 
infinite displeasure toward some of his offspring time 
without end? No; for if love in mankind worketh ne 
ill to his neighbor, then certainly love in our merciful 
Creator will work for the ercatest good of all his de- 
pendant offspring ;—Hence saith the psalmist, ‘the 
Lord is good to all and his tender mercies are over all 
his works.” J. serves, 
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Religious Matrimony. 


“For as a young man marricih a virgin, so shall thy 
sons marry thee.”’—Isaiah Ixii. 5. 


It will not be necessary, at this time, to show that 
when the prophet addresses himself to Zion or Jerusa- 
lem he usually has the gospel covenant in his mind, as 
in verse Grst of this chapter. Nor need we quote muck 
from the New-'l'estament to show that Zion and Jeru- 
salem are there used in the-same sense, as in Heb. xii. 


/22; but we may altempt to:bring our present. design 


directly into view. by supposing that our text is profita- 


| bly used when we learn frow it: the terms of our ew- 


bracing the religion of Jesus Christ. 

‘* For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy 
sons marry thee.” 

Now the main question to be understood, relative ts 
this subject, is, what is the principle which induces a 
The answer is clear ; 


Have we ever known. 
a case, in which a youvg mon was induced to marry 


one he did not love, for feor of torment in a future 


hard; that God will not render to men according to | 
' being puni-hed hereafter, il be did not, as he would not 


their works; that the ways of wisdom are not the ways 
of pleasantness ; that God is not good to all, Nothing 
cau be plainer, if the former is licentious the latter is 


not. Will our opposors deny this? 


_ poser, Universalism is that all mankind shall be saved: 
Is not this licentious? 


| answer No. If it was, would 
the psalmist have said, * that all nations which God has | 
made shall come and worship before him and glorify 
jhis pame,’ Will itinduce men to love Gad less to tell 
them that God loves them? That he sent his Son to 
die for them? What indoced the apostles to love God, 
Ans. To know that God loved them. 
because he first loved us. God so loved the world that 
he sent his only hegotton Son, that whosoever believ- 


‘ We love him 


world?) Every reader will answer, No! with surprise 
at the question. But why be surprised? You answer, 
if a young man should marry because be was in fear of 


marry for love, he would make but a poor husband ; 


cand if the bride knew that he did not love her, but 


But says the op- | warried her for fear, she would cali hit Fuper-tilious 


aud would not give him her hand, as +b: would know 


, thet he did not give her his heart, 


Suppo-e one of our 


i orthodox preachers, or any preacher who endeavors to 





eth in him shou! not perish but have everlesting life.— | 


God commendeth bis love toward us in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us.’ 
No. Ii is the goodness of God that leadeti: 
Not the threatenings of endjess dam- 


Is this licention: 
| doctrine. 


to repentance, 


‘the future world; 


mike people religious by threatening then with pone 
ishment in @ future world, should be called on to ware 
ry a young couple, and when they stood up to be mar- 
ried, the bridegroom should say ; Rev. Sir, | have no 
Jove for the fairone who stands at wy right band, ber 
person in my eve, is ugly in the extreme, and her 
mind and disposition are not less offensive; but | om 
compelled to marry her for fear of being miserable in 
what would the clergyman swy ? An- 
-wer: if he would be, for once in ail his life, consistent 
with bimeelf, he would say: deer sir, you need not aiar- 
ry this virgin for feur of bell herealter, you may choosy 
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your bride from am 
jor pure love alone ; 
fear of future damnation, you oust wed your soul to 
the religion of Jesus Christ. 
question ; if a soul marries to the religion of Christ be- 
cause of the fear of future misery, does he marry, in 
this case, asa young man marricth a virgin? You an- 
swer, No. But, reader, look agnin. Is it possible to 
marry to the religion of Jesus, which religion is love to 
God and man, without marrying for love? You an- 
swer, No. But perhaps you will endeavor to divide 


Now, reader, comes the 


the motive, and say, it is partly out of Jove, and partly 
out of fear that the son) weds itself to trae religion.— 


ong a thousand beauties and marry. | what 
but if you are tormented with the; the great drama—Our weak reason is not capable of 
. ‘fathoming the depths of 
| judgments are unsearchable, and his ways past finding | 


/struse points. 
‘is consistent with the perfections of God, that univer: 


‘sal harmony shall take place. A wise and weenie 


‘and to our children.” 
‘must convince us that we are now placed in a proba- 
tive state, and {hat the future will be a state of retribu- 


a 


wv: 





WNC APOE 








is to be the consequence at the winding up of 


infinite wisdom, ‘* God's 
out.” It is a folly to perplex our minds about euch ab- 
Every benevolent mind will rejoice, if it 


man will not perplex himself about secrets that are 
known only to God. 
Scripture and sound reason 


Then we must say thet a young man murrieth a virgin, tion, where we shall receive according to the deeds 


partly out of love, and partly out of fear of future pun- 
isuwent. In this case 
whole heart of her husband ? 


would the bride possess the 
Answer, if he loved her 
such love would cast out fear Ifa virtuous love whol- 
jy engaged the heart of a young man to his intended 
bride, could there be any thing more inconsistent than 


him with the torments of bell, in a future state? 
this time the reader will say, that the subject is suffi- 


Jet them show the beauty, the loveliness, and ail the 
native charms of that long-neglected and slighted fair 
one. O Thou, who art fairer than the sons of men, 
into whose Jips grace is abundantly poured, hew has 
thy loveliness been vailed with superstitious fear, and 
thy religion mocked by hypocritical professors ! 

If my readers will agree with me in the above senti- 
ment, | will humbly ask them to consider the loveli- 
ness ahd beauty of moral virtue in the same light as 
they do the religion of the Saviour, and then we shal) 


feel engaged to practice it for its own invaluable! 


worth. H. B. 


——=x; | P| a 
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Remarks relative to a Communi 


cation found in the * Christian Philanthro- 
pist.”’ 


in the 14th number of the first volume of the ‘ Curis- 
TLAN PHILANTHROPIST,’ | find a piece headed, Uni. 
versalism, The * Philanthropist’ is professedly Unita- 
rian, and some liberal, consistent, and scriptural arti- 
eles have appeared in its columns. Some days since, 
T observed in its notice to correspondents an acknowl- 
edgement of the reception of this communication on 
Universalism, and a promice that it should appear in a 
future number. J could not conjecture, when I saw 
this notice, wheiher the communication would be for 
or against Universalism. 1 could not conceive that 
people as libera) as Unitarians would say any thing a- 
gainst that system which they often adopt when oppos- 
ing the crthodox, neither covid I see how their present 
policy would permit them to say any thing now in its 
favor. However, the communication bas appeared, 
and if the Editors of the Magazine will excuse me, | 
will ask them to have it extracted into its columns. 





“ UNIVE RSALISM., 


Men, eminent for piety, learning, and benevolence, 
have thought that eternal misery, as a punishment for 
the sins committed in this short hie, was not consistent 
with the perfections of the Deity. Hence they sup- 
posed, that there will be a time, perhaps ages, many 
ages, when all misery will be done away. They sup- 
pose, that all punishment is corrective, and that when 
sinners have been punished according to their crimes, 
they will be made happy. Others have supposed, that 
they will be annibilated. With respect to these opin- 
bons, nothing can be proved. God hath not told us 


jt could, it would make God the author of sin. 








'done in the body. The scriptures assure us of the re- 
| surrection from the dead, and a judgment day—** when 
‘the wicked shall go away into everlasting punishment, 
with all his beart, and if his affections were un.Jtivided, hut the righteous into life eternal.” 
iword, * Atoonian,’ which is translated eternal, and 


jt is the same 


everlasting, aud must wean the same thing. ‘The learn- 


ed may dispute till they are weary, but must acknowl- 
to endeavor to induce him to marry her, by threatening | edge that it 1s the same word. 
By'to act on the safe side. 


It is always reasonable 
Instead of disputing, let us 


‘see if we cannot Gx upon some fixed principle that will 
ciently clear ; and if our preachers wish to engage our | guide us safe. 
heart’s affections to the religion of Jesus Christ, then! this world. 


I leave the question to the disputers ol 
All will agree, that the truly pious and 


; virtuous mind can never be miserable, place it whete 


you will; it bas the seed of happiness in itself. So 
** vice versa’’ the vicious disposition can never be hap- 
py while it remains; it has the seeds of misery in itself, 
We read of ne changes behind the curtain. It is, there- 
fore, all-important that we should cultivate that tem- 
per and disposition which will not fail to render us eter- 
nally happy. The doctrine of Calvin, if true, is the 
surest ground to found Universalism upon—** God 
hath decreed whatsoever cometh to pass.” God nev- 
er decreed any thing contrary to his will; every act of 
man is, therefore, agreeable to his will. God eannot, 
consistent with bis justice, punish any being for acting 
agreeable to his will ; therefore, all wiil be happy. | 
aw thankful Calvin's propositions cannot be proved ; if 


X.Z.” 





REMARKS, 


*X. Z.’ the author of this, and whose writing be- 
speaks him an Unitarian, after stating that some men 
have thought that all wen will be saved, and that some 
have supposed that sinners will be annihilated, says, 
* with respect to these opinions, nothing can be prov- 
ed.” ‘Then, of course, nothing can be proved respect- 
ing the final state of man. [fit cannot be proved neith- 
er that Universalism is true, nor that it is false, it cannot 
be proved nejiber that eternal misery is true, nor that 
it is faise. 
ry were true, it could be proved that Universalism is | 
false. If it can be proved that a man is sick, it can be 
proved that he is not weil; if it can be proved that a 
man is dead, it can be proved that he is not alive. — 
Now as X. Z. believes that nothing can be proved con- 
cerning the doctrine of Universalism, or annibilation, 
he 1s compelled to believe that nothing can be proved 
concerning eterna] misery ; so that if be believe eter- 
nal misery, or either of these three doctrines, we have 
named, he does it without proof. Rather than this, 
we should conclude that he knows not what he does 
believe., 

He informs.us that ** God hath not told us what will 
be the consequence at the winding up of the great 
drama ;”’ that is to say, Revelation gives us DO account 
of the final condition of man; and he intimates that it 
is **folly to perplex our minds about such abstruse 
points.” This sounds just like the language of one 
who avows no faith, who halts between two opinions, 
who has too much sense to believe that God is partial 
and wicked, and too much pride and williulness to ac- 
know ledge that he is universally good, and bas deter- 
mined the final happiness of all men. 














** ‘Things revealed belong to “<} 


For if it could be proved that eternal mise- | 








— ny 


Bot is it true that revelation gives no account of the 
final condition of man? Has not God declared hig 
purpose in sending his Son into the worll? Hag ot 
lsaiah declared that ‘ all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God??—that *‘ God will swallow up death in victory, 
and wipe tears from off all faces?? Has not David aig 
that fall the ends of the world shall remember ang 
turn unto the Lord ??—Has he not said, * all nations 
whom thou bast made shall come and worship before 
thee, O Lord, and. glorify thy name?’ Did not Jesns 
say, ° God sent not his Son into the world to condean 
the world, but that the world through him might be 
saved?’ Did not Pau] say, ‘God will have all men to 
be saved and come unto the knowledge of the truth? 
—Did he not say, ‘that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should how, of things in beaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father?’ Does not this language ex- 
press something concerning the Gual condition of men? 
But in the mind of X Z it seems ‘folly to perplex 
our minds about such abstruse points.?? Such a doe- 
trine will perplex no rational, benevolent mind. 

How many have fallen victims to the horrible doc- 
trines of men! How many lives have been sacrificed 
upon the fatal altar of superstition! How often has 
reason, the exclusive glory of intelligent nature, been 
extinguished by the destructive power of the doctrine 
of interminable misery! What is the only remedy for 
these evils? The doctrine of God, light, love, truth, 
iwopartial Jove and universa) salvation. But “ itisa 
folly to perplex our minds about such abtruce points.” 

X. Z. says, that “‘every benevolent mind wil} re- 
joice, if it is consistent with the perfections of God, 
that universal harmony shbal]l take place.” Is it then, 
consistent with the perfections of God? Is perfection 
consistent with perfection? for universal harmony is 
perfection, or, at least, it is more like it than disorder 
and confusion would be. We see perfect harmony in 
all the works of nature that we bebold; this is consis- 
tent with the perfections of God; and who will con- 
tend that harmony among intellectual beings is not 
consistent witb divine perfection? God requires that 
men sbould love one another, that they should be of 
one mind. What is this but harmony? And yet X.Z, 
seems to imply a doubt that universa] harmony is con- 
sistent with the perfections of God. .The absurdity of 
such doctrine is too palpable to need refutation. 

X. Z. has made.the assertion that ‘* Scripture and 
sound reason must convince us that we are now placed 
in a probative state, and that the future will be a state 
of retribution, where we shall receive according to the 
deeds done in the body.’? He also says, ** the truly 
pious and virtuous mind can never be miserable, place 
it where you will; it has the seed of happiness in itself; 
the vicious disposition can never be happy while it re- 
tains; it bas the seeds of misery in itself.” How will 
this doctrine agree with itself? X.Z. says, this is@ 
state of probation, (which by the way is not scripture 
language) in which we prepare ourselves for (he desti- 
nies ofa future state. Where we are to receive ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the body. He also in- 
forms us, that the vicious mind, Jet it be where it mayy 
wust be miserable, and that the virtuous mind, wust 
also, wherever it is, be happy. ‘Then consequently, if 
men are virtuous here, having virtuous niiuds, they 
must be happy here ; ond if they are wicked, having 
vicious dispositions, which have the seeds of misery 0 
themselves, they must inevitably from the nature of 
things, be miserable bere. Now if there is not a cove 
tradiction in these statements of X. Z. we think we 
uever yet saw one. For if the vicious are miserable 
wherever they are, they are so in this state; and if the 
virfuous are bappy wherever they are, they are happy 
in this state, and, therefore, receive according (0 the 
deeds done in the body, not ina future, but in this 
state. We are willing to agree with X. Z. that if aaa 
is sinful in the next world, be will be miserable theres 
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but the seriptures ioform uS tbat the dead are raised 
free frou sin. 

XK. Z. says, ** we read of no changes behind the cur- 
tain,” a vulgar expression to signify that man is not 
changed after this life. If this doctrine be true, chris- 
tians will be as much at variance with one another in 
the next world as they are in this. The best of men 
have been at variance ; and if they are not changed at 
death, or after death, if they are raised into a future 
state with the imperfections and passions of the flesh, 
to which they are subject while in this state, they 
will forever be as unsanctified, as unholy, as unclean, 
and as miserable as they are here ; and this X. Z. must 
allow, for he says, ‘the vicious disposition can never be 
happy while it remains.” 

He thinks that the doctrine of Calvin, viz. that 
‘¢ God hath decreed whatsoever comes to pass” is ‘the 
surest ground to found Universalism upon ;” but he 
says, ‘' he is thankful this cannot be proved.”” We in- 
form him, that the doctrine of Paul, viz. that ‘* God 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will,”’ 
is, in our opinion, the surest ground to found it upon. 
If God did not do this, some one thing might prevent 
its being true, the power of the devil, or the pride of 
man, bot neither of these things can eperate against it ; 
and consequently, the time will come when it will not 
be by any one thought a felly to inquire into such 
subjects. 

Bot what have I been doing? I have consumed my 
time and wearied the patience of the reader in replying 
to a communication which confutes itself. | beg par- 
don. However, this communication does as much 
to disprove Universalism as the arguments of any of our 
opponents; & although X.Z.’s arguments are very weak, 
they are undoubtedly worthy and will have a safe depo- 
sit in the archives of superstition. RICHARDS. 
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Reply to Inquirer. 


Dear Sir,—On account of many calle and much bu- 
siness, your communication has remained without a re- 
ply until now. Indeed, I had forgotton it until by 
chance | came across your private Jetter which was de- 
sicned to invite me to reply to your queries, 


Lastly —You ask me if the soul of munis a created 
being? Reply: If the soul of man is a being, and is 
any thing, it is a created being ; for God hath created 
all (thangs for his pleasure. 


Yours truly in the bonds of christian love. 1H. B, 


—_— 7 Oo 
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On Popularity. 


It is a fact, demonstrated by the history of mankind, 
as well as our own observation, that of all which ex- 
cites men to action, a thirst for PopuLARiry, bears the 
pre-eminence, Perhaps a more avaricious desire for 
this, no where exists, than among those who profess to 
be the disciples of the meek and lowly Jesus, who 
sought no worldly preferment. It is to be feared, that 
in too many instances, those who pretend to be teach- 
ers of the everlasting gospel, have sacrificed the princi- 
ples of a good conscience, and gone counter to what) 
they knew to be the truth, as it is in Jesus, merely to! 
gain the applause of a fasbionable but thoughtless mul- 


From the (Buffalo) Gospel Advocate, | 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate, 

Sir,—I rejoice at the present successful appearance 
of the Advocate. I have devoutly wished for some 
time, to see a herald of truth in this western part of our 
country. It has at last appeared, and I trost will be 
instrumental in accelerating the mighty work, of man’s 
emancipation from darkness and error. 

You will do me a favor, sir, as well as others, to give 
us, in the Advocate, a brief explanation of the 6th verse 
of the epistle of Jude. Yours iv the gospel of God. 

LEWIS C. TODD. 

Ellery, Feb. 2, 1823. 





Answer to the abore Request. 


Sir,—In answer to your request, respecting an ex. 
planation on the 6th verse of Jude ; I conclude, that 
the generally received opinion, is by no means admissi- 
ble: viz. that the angels, of whom Jude speaks, were 
angels in glory; were pure and spotless igmortals 
in the bright regions of eternal light, Not keeping 
their first estate, but leaving their own habitation, wes 


the rising of the angels in rebellion against God, or sin- 





titude. But how averse, to the true religion of Christ 


scriptures of the Old and New-Testament, they are no 
longer ** the servants of Christ,’? but of men. 


——=E 0: 0 ae 
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Strange Fire. 


‘4nd Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took eith- 
er of them his censer, and pul fire therein, and pul 
incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the 
Lord, which he commanded them not. And there 
went oul fire from the Lord, and devoured them ; 
and they dred before the Lord. Then Moses said 
unio Aaron, This is il that the Lord spake, saying, 
Iwill be sanctified in them thal come nigh me, and 
before all the people I witl be glurefied.” 


The strange fire which Nadab and Abihu offered be- 
fore the Lord, no doubt, signifies that zeal which is not 





After giving you this information, my next duty is to 
beg your forgiveness, which the good disposition, mani- 
fest in your communication, assures me you wil) cheer- 
fully grant. 

Your first question regards what you call a condition- 
al salvation, which you explain to mean * certain 
terms or conditions to be complied with by the creature 
man, in order to obtain salvation, or be saved from eter- 
nal death.” You ask me by what authority ] would 
attempt to disprove such a salvation? Reply: For 
several reasons, sir, 1 have no need to.disprove this 
conditional salvalion fron: eternal death. 1st. | need 
not disprove it because you have not attempted to sup- 
port it neither by scripture, reason, or any thing else. 

2d. J need not disprove a mere chimera, about 
which there is not one word in a!] the bible. Would 
there be a propriety, sir, in attempting to disprove man’s 
salvation from the frost and snow in the moon? And 
yet there is as much of this subject in the scriptures as 
there is of saving wan from eternal death. 

You request, if ] know of any passage between the 
lids of the bible, by which it can be clearly proved that 
the Almighty has unconditionally given auc made cer- 
tain eternal salvation to the fallen race of man, to ip- 
form you where you may find it, 
thus: * For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive.” ‘lhe reason why I qnote no other 
passoge or passages of the many which certify this fact, 


1s because you ask for only ove. | 


wa ' great earnest to secure us the favor of God, who is dis- 
Ihis passage, sir, is found in 1 Cor. xy. 22, and reads} 


according to knowledge, which too many ambitious 
|pretender’s mistake for a holy zeal, which induces 
| them to present themselves before the people, in the 
iname of the Lord, when their object is to sanctify 
/ihemselves in the estimation of the multitude, and gain 
the epplause of men. These fiery Levites are numer- 
ous and succeed in deceiving many. 

But the discerning may easily detect their preten- 
tions. Look carefully ; does the preacher seem whol- 
ly intent on presenting himself to an acceptable ad- 
vantage to the eyes of tho»: who behold him? Does he 
manilestly endeavor to take an altitude and make an 
appesaranee which is pleasing to the vanity, of pride 
and ostentation? This man does not sanctify the 
Lord, nor does be atm to glorify the Lord before the 
people ; but he endeavors to glorify himself. Does the 
minister say much about Ais love to the people and his 





desire for their everlasting welfare ? 
Gre; he endeavors to glorify himself; the glory of God 
is out of the question. Does the minister exclude any 
of the people from the grace and mercy of God? Then 
he does not glorify God before ali the people. 

Reader, look out for Nadabs and Abihus. They are 
charmingly facinating to pride and vanity; They are in 
honored by their impious pretentions. H. b. 





—to the gospel in its primitive purity, is such fergned | 
piety. Do those, who are employed as teachers of the | Ls, 
Oracles of truth, seek to please men, by sbuning to de- | designed as an endless decision of their fates This has 
clare the whole council of God, as revealed in the | been, for ages, the received opiniou of preachers au: 


M. B.B. | 


| 
He offers strange | forever. 


ning against him. Being reserved in chaine of darkness, 
meant their rejection out of heaven and confinement 
‘in darkness and despair, till a future judgment day, 


| their bearers. 

But it appears to me there is no reason in these ideas, 
&that they are totally defective as to scripture authority 

That the heaven of spotless purity, should be pollut- 
ed by sin; and the bleesedness of its enjoyment, mar- 
red by the breaking out of a terrible rebellion; is what 
I do not believe; nor is it propable that | ever shal! - 
until, by substituting fiction in the room of reason, o¢ 
the doctrines of men in preference to the truth of scrij)- 
ture ; | should be inclined to leave the simple paths o: 
| understanding, for the dark and slippery paths of su 
| perstition and folly. 

Ministers of religion, whether of the law or the go-- 
pel, are in scriptore, called angels. The angels of the 
; seven churches, were the ministers. The Jewish hig!y 
| priests and others in subordination are considered i» 
messengers or angels. The spies, who were sent by 
Moses, to spy out Canaan, were messengers or angels. 

Not keeping their first estate, was the evil report 
they brought up of the good land, 

The Jewish priests, as messengers or angels, in mak- 
ing the commandments of God of none effect by their 
tradition, indulging pride, and practising deceit an: 
hypocrisy, oppression and violence ; kept not their fist 
estate, but Jeft their own habitations, J think, that 
these are the angels, to whom Jade particularly al- 
ludes. 

‘ They are reserved in everlasting chains under dark- 
ness,’ is a form of speech, which is almost literally ful- 
filled in the blindness or infidelity of the Jewis! pricst- 
|hood. ‘Their chains of unbelief were everlasting, i. &. 
\to the end of that dispensation Under darkness ; i. ©. 
under ignorance and superstition. To the judginent of 
the greal day; i. e. to the | destruction of that prics:- 
hood; when Jerusalem suffered the judgments or ca- 
lamities, which Christ foretold; when. the temple wos 
destroyed and the dispensation of the Jews was end: «dl 








Phe effects of thie destruction, and the con- 
itinvance of unbelief, as chains, and of ignorance wend 
| superstition, as darkness ; will be everlasting, likewise, 
iby continuing UH the fulness of the Gestiles be cous: 
in, and no Jonger; for then ail Israel will be: saved, - 
Sir, | have complied with your reqnes:, we te,brevity : 
you ond olkers will judge of the correctness of the ex; 
plavation. 


—_—_—-—— 
Married in Wrentham, Mr. Efias Cheever to Mise 
Polly Grant, 





“The path of the just ie as a shining light, that 
thineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 
SeLomon, 





ju Swanzey, by the Rew. Mr. Taylor, Mr. James hed 
dy to Miss Mary id, Mason, daughter of Mr. Bova sabi. 
Mason. 
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POEI’S CORNER. 








From the Columbian Centinel. 





sjr.— As several ministers and churches have agreed 
‘o meet together to pray for the outpouring of the Spir- 
+ on Boston and Cambridge, the following Hymn is 


proposed to aid their devotion, Yours, respectfully, P. 


Before thee, equal God of all, 
Thy chosen people stand, 

‘fo beg the thunders of thy power, 
On this unballowed land. 


In error’s dark, bewildering path, 
These wretched people stray : 
Reject our proffer’d aid to teach, 
And guide them in the way. 


fnclin’d to evil, born in sin, 
And destin’d to the grave, 

In vain we strive to make them see, 
They are lolally deprav'd, 


We've told them all, they ought to know, 
Told them, they could not see ; 

Vheir creeds were bad—O, make them, Lord, 
Such humble men, at we. 


We've told them, three was ene, as plain 
As two and two are four; 

Yet they reject this simple truth, 
And make their ruin sure. 


We've told them every word and thought, 
(Though Gx’d by Heaven's decree,) 

Would them condemn—O, make them, Lord, 
Such pious men, as we, 


We do believe, though others doubt, 
Our happiness is sure, 

Nor any thing, that we can do, 
Will make it insecure. 


ant 


Though well we know, no deeds of ours 
Will merit thy regard, 
Yet for a faith, a faith like this, 
We do expect reward. P. 


=== 


SELECTED. 
Where Babylon’s broad rivers roll, 
In exile we sat down to weep, 
For thoughts of Zion o’er our soul 
Came, like departed joys, in sleep, 
Whose forms to sad remembrance rise, 
Though fled forever from our eyes. 


Our barps upon the willows hung, 
Where, worn with toil, our limbs reclined ; 
The cords, untun’d and trembling, rung 
With mournful music on the wind, 
While foes, insulting o’er our wrongs, 
Cried,—** Sing us one of Zion's songs.” 


[low can we sing the songs we love, 
Far from our own delightful land? 
—If I prefer thee not above 
My chiefest joy, may this right hand, 
Jerusalem !—forget its skill, 
My tougue be dumb, my pulse be still. 


here is as much wiredom in bearing with other peo- 
ple’s defects, as in being sensible of their good quali- 
ties ; und we should wake the tullies of others rather a 
warning and instruction to ourselves, than a subject of 
mirth and mockery of those that commit them. 
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pony !! Heaven, in mercy, grant that these 
acts and remarks may mee 
“ Without faith it is impossible to please God.” ras sade weeds crenterer, “Wig hea 
Scott’s Bible. misled by the abominable perversions of this 
| The Curistian Osserver, for April, 1821,! man. Let them recollect their taunts and sneers 
‘contains under the head of Obituary, an account against what they call Usiversauisa. Let them 
of the sickness and death of the Rev. Thomus repeat their oft made declaration, that“ Uni. 
Scott, Rector of Aston Sandford, and author of versalism will do very well to live by, but will 
‘the Commentaries, known by the name of “Sott’s|not do to die by.” How will Calvinism do to 
Bible.” Speaking of the state of his mind, dur-| die by? Look at the modern champion of your 
ing his sickness, his Biographer observes, | faith, his soul rived to the core with fears of in- 
* Though, however, Mr. Scott passed through terminable wretchedness ! Never, from the 
‘deep waters,’ and sometimes ‘ walked in dark- creation to the present moment, nor from this 
ness,’ (Isa. 1. 10.)* during his last iliness, it iS! day henceforth and for ever, did, or will a be. 
not to be supposed that this was his constant, or liever in the Universal Salvation of the God of 





From the (N. Y.) Goepel Herald. 





ently with so much satisfaction tov, dealt out to 


even his habitual situation, much less that fear 
of the final event prevailed in him. No! hope, 
as to that point generally predominated, though 
he would say, ‘Even one fear, when infinity 1s: 
at stake, is sufficient to counteryail all its con- 
soling effects.’ ” 

Poor man! Christ’s apostle said, *‘ We who 
have believed do enter into rest.” 





He continues—* Satan,’ said he, * bends all his | 
efforts to be revenged on me, in this awtal hour, | 
for ail that | have done against his kingdom} 


‘through life!’ An excellent excuse this, for| 


the want of confidence and belref in God's sal-| 
vation! He continues— His boly soul could | 
conceive of many evils, short of final tailure of | 
salvation, from which he shrunk back vito hor 
ror.” We think ‘his holy soul’ was then re- 
ceiving the comfort of a taste of the fire and 


brimstone which he had so liberally, and appar- 


others. ‘The judgment he measured to others, 
was meted to him again. Receiving the sacra- 
ment he said, * It is a means of grace, and may 
prove God’s instrument of conveying to me the 
comfort 1 am seeking!!!’ Poor man, te was 
* in the gall of bitterness, and the bonds of ini- 
quity.” It is observed of bim, that * the next 
morning he said, ‘ ‘Lhis is heaven begun. I 
have done with darkness tor ever—tor ever.— 
Satan is vanquished. Nothing more remains but 
salvation with eternal glory—eteraal giory.’ ” 
His eternal glory, &c. it seems was of short du- 
ration; or in the language ot the sick man him- 
self, it appears that * Satan’ again ‘bent ali his 
eflorts to be revenged,’ &c. jor his biographer 
adds, ** This indeed wus not realized, so tar as it 
unpiied the expectation that there would be no 
oiler conlict, &c. ‘Lhe ciouds (as he express- 
ed il,) returned after the rain.’ Again, * dlis 
iast tear respected the agony of dying,’ &c. 

‘Lie above extracts are suthcient to show the 
miserable state of a Caivinist’s mind in sickness, 
when death approaches. He who can, with a 
Ssmuliug Countenauce, doom myriads of his breth- 
ren ol the buman race, whom he is required to 
* love us himself, to never-euding wretchedness, 
can feet for himeelf ; and it appears, tor Limseil 

* ‘This passage, quoted to excuse Mr. S."s darkness 
is worth reading. ** Who is among you that Seanelite 
the LORD, that ubeyeth the voice of nis servant, that 
Wal&eth am darkness, ond hath no light? Let hia 
trust in the wate of the LonD, and stay himself upon 


bis God.” i hus passage proves, that luey who do nol 
**drust,”’ &c. walk in darfness / / ! 








a 


Love, (who is in possession of his reason,) suffer 
the stings of fear and unbelief, as did this disci. 
ple of John Calvin! The believer in the gon. 
pel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, lifts 
up bis head and rejoices, when the day of his 
redemption draweth nigh. His sun sets without 
a cloud. The horizon which marks the bounds 
of his present existence, is clear as a summer's 
sky. His faith enters within the vail. He sees 
the chariots of -his Father in waiting, and, con- 
voyed by kindred angels, mounts the celestial 
steep, and with songs of triumph and victory, 
wings his way to heaven! 
* For us to live is Christ—to. die is gain.” 
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MARKIED, 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Wiley, Mr. Thomas 
Bradlee to Miss Eliza Murphy. Mr. Luther Sywmes 
to Mr-. Ivjne Wetherbee. 

By the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Edward J. Robbius, 
of this city, to Miss Elizabeth Curtis, of Roxbury. 

By the Rey. Mr. Heading, Mr. Samuel C. Gilbert to 
Miss Hannah Steveus. , 

DIED, 

In this city, Mr. Simeon D. Fullerton, printer, aged 
42. Mr. Benjamin Henderson, aged 24. 

In Cambridge, on Saturday, 11th of January, 
Mrs. Ann Watson, aged 89, widow of the late 
Mr. Daniel Watson. The deceased enjoyed 
fine health through her long life till withina 
year, when she was attacked with a painful dis- 


order which she bore with christian fortitude. 


and resignation. Near the close of her life she 
became a beiiever in the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, which was a source of great consola-. 
tion to her in her last moments, and enabled ber 
to triumph over the last enemy, bore herup 
under the greatest sufferings, rejoicing in the 
hope set before her in the gospel. She re- 
ceived several visits from the ministers of im@- 
partial grace and salvation, from whose instruc 
tion and prayers she seemed to derive great 
comfort. She closed her life in triumph, and 
fell asleep in Jesus, in full assurance of a joyful 
resurrection to glory and immortality. 





———— 


Se rn 


New Publication. 
IX SERMONS, containing some Remarks, on Mr. 


Audrew Fuller's reasons for believing that the Fur 
tore Punisbisent of the Wicked will be endless. By 
SeTH Sreteoy, Minister of the Gospel.— Price 37 I 
cents, 








